
Criminological Theory 
CRJU 3100, Fall 2015 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 

Instructor:   John M. Stogner, Ph.D. 

Office:   5080 Colvard  

Office Hours: Wednesday and Friday 9:00am – 11:00 am 

Email:   johnstogner@uncc.edu 

Meeting Times:  Section 002— Wednesday and Friday 11am–12:15pm (Colvard 5091) 

Section 003— Wednesday and Friday 12:30–1:45pm (Colvard 5091) 

Teaching Assistant: Adam Duso, aduso@uncc.edu 
 

Texts and Materials 
 

Required Text:         Stogner, John M. (2015). The Nature and Theory of Crime (First 

Edition). Cognella Academic Press. ISBN: 978-1-63487-396-3.  

 (The book was very recently released—I’d recommend ordering the bound 

version through the publisher so you get the final version. Use this link: 

https://students.universityreaders.com/store/ but note the online-only option does 

not include all the chapters). 

            

Materials: Some additional readings have been posted on Moodle (marked on 

the course schedule as PDF#1, PDF#2, etc.).  
 

Course Description 
 

Criminal behavior is an important area of study for criminologists and criminal 
justice practitioners and is, therefore, one of the most important courses for 
undergraduate students in the field. Criminologists and criminal justice practitioners 
need to have a strong comprehension of both historic and modern theories of behavior 
in order to understand the rational for the policies and programs that are currently 
utilized by the organizations that employ them. A strong understanding of the concepts 
covered in this course will help students not only excel within the systems in which they 
work, but give them a basis for improving those systems.    

To put it simply, the focus of this criminal behavior course is centered on the 
questions: Why are some people delinquent or criminal? and why do others follow the 
law? These questions are simple to pose, but challenging to answer. The course will 
first explore the standards by which a theoretical answer to the question should be 
judged and will then explore the theories proposed to explain deviance by 
criminologists, sociologists, psychologists, and geneticists over the last two centuries.      

The course is much more than a recitation of the most popular and empirically 
researched criminological theories. Students will to critically evaluate theoretical 
propositions. They learn to see theories as dynamic and understand how they evolve 
over time. They will learn how their hypotheses are empirically evaluated and in which 
settings each is most supported. They will explore how theories are related to policy and 
programmatic changes. Most importantly, they will learn how the study of criminal 
behavior is relevant to their future employment.  

https://students.universityreaders.com/store/


Course Objectives  

 

During this course students are expected to: 

1. Understand the criteria used to evaluate criminological theory. 

2. Thoroughly understand the concepts of mainstream criminological theories. 

3. Understand the basic concepts of a variety of other criminological theories. 

4. Understand how concepts related to theories are conceptualized and measured.  

5. Understand the process by which theoretical hypotheses are tested.  

6. Be familiar with empirical support related to major criminological theories. 

7. Understand the policy/program implications of each theory. 

8. Learn how the study of criminal behavior is related to criminal justice practice. 

 

 

Expectations 

 

What you can expect from the instructor: 

 To be knowledgeable and passionate about the course material. 

 To help you understand the importance and applicability of course material.  

 To help you understand difficult concepts. 

 To help you apply what you’ve learned to your projects. 

 To be prepared for lectures and questions that students will ask.  

 To be available during office hours and at other times for assistance. 

 To return emails within two school days. 

 

 

What the instructor expects from you: 

 To be punctual. Class will always start at the designated time. 

 To be prepared for class (read the text in advance). 

 To have a positive attitude. 

 To be an active listener and take thorough notes during lecture. 

 To complete assignments on time.  

 To understand criminal behavior is a challenging course and that you will need to 

put in several hours of work outside of class each week.  
 

  



Course Policies 
 

 Students are expected to respect their colleagues and instructors. This includes 

refraining from impulsively shouting out ideas and questions. Students are welcome to 

raise their hand and add to class discussion, but students should be prepared to explain 

their questions and ideas. Demeaning comments toward other students or their ideas 

will not be tolerated. Out of respect for their colleagues and the instructor, students are 

expected to turn off all cell phones, pagers, iPods, and other electronic gadgets before 

class. Newspapers should be put away. Students are also expected to remain awake, 

avoid side conversations, and try their best not to distract others. The instructor may 

deduct points from students who disrupt class by any means. 

 If a student misses class, they are expected to get the notes from another 

student. The instructor will not make his lecture notes available. 

 Students are expected to live up to the University’s honor code and plagiarism 

will not be tolerated. Any individual caught cheating will receive a zero for that 

assignment. In addition, they will be referred to the Academic Integrity Board. More 

information about what constitutes plagiarism is available in the online. See the UNC 

Charlotte Code of Student Academic Integrity.  

   

Grading Procedures 
 

 This course will utilize a 100 point grading system. Students earning at least 90 

points will earn an A. Students earning 80 points will receive a B. 70 points are required 

for a C and 60 points are required for a D. The instructor does not round grades. 

 

Assignment    Points  Date 

Exam 1    20   9/23 

Exam 2    25   10/21 

Exam 3 (Final)   25   12/16 or 12/18  

Major Paper    25   12/2 

Attendance      5    

 

Exams 

 Exams will consist of multiple choice questions and short answer questions. The 

majority of questions will come from lectures, but some questions will come from 

material in the required text that is not covered in lecture. Makeup exams will be made 

available for University recognized excused absences (illness with a physician’s note, 

death of a family member, military service, or participation in official University 

activities). All makeup exams will be administered during the final exam period and 

consist of essay questions. If a student has a University excused absence, they must 

provide documentation verified through the Dean of Students Office received by the 

instructor by the last day of class. Otherwise, the student will receive a zero and not be 

allowed to retake the exam.  



Major Paper 

Students enrolled in Criminological Theory are expected to complete one major 

paper during the semester. This paper should be an academic exploration and/or 

critique of one criminological theory or one aspect of a criminological theory. This paper 

should be six to seven pages in length and should utilize resources outside of those 

covered in class. The intent is for students to become more familiar with one specific 

theory and to understand the ways in which it has evolved and may further evolve in the 

future. Sample topics could include: the hypothesis that self-control is stable after 

childhood, the ability of GST to predict some crimes much better than others, or a 

critique of control balance theory. 

 Students may alternatively decide to focus their paper on discussing the 

application of a theory and the programs that have been or should be implemented 

based on the theory. If this topic is chosen, the student will need to thoroughly explore 

the application portion of the relevant chapter in the text and seek out more information 

on those programs. They should then discuss their views on these programs and their 

effectiveness and note how they may improve.  

The rubric used to grade papers is posted on Moodle as is additional information. 

Papers will be submitted online to deter cheating, but a hardcopy is also due at the 

beginning of class on December 2nd (but see “Safety Net” Policy). Late papers will be 

penalized 10% per business day after the deadline.  

 

“Safety Net” Policy 

Individuals with an overall grade below a B after the second test (39.99 or fewer points 

out of the first 50; e.g. less than 80%) must email/meet with the graduate teaching 

assistant for help prior to the deadline for the paper. They must have a complete draft 

at this time (note the deadlines on the schedule). This policy is in place to prevent last 

minute work and help individuals that are struggling improve their work and grade. To 

put it succinctly, the instructor has high standards, but wants students to do well— this 

is his way of forcing students to learn, improve, and earn a better grade. An individual 

that is required to use the “safety net,” but does not will incur a 20% penalty on the 

paper and a student that presents the TA with an incomplete draft or fails to submit the 

draft 8 full days in advance will incur a 10% penalty. The TA will not review or count any 

draft submitted less than 48 hours before the paper deadline as students would not 

have sufficient time to make substantial corrections.   

 

The teaching assistant will also help individuals that are above the threshold (e.g. 

students currently with an A or B). This is optional and these individuals have no 

specific deadline for obtaining TA help. However, they should note that the TA may 

choose not to review drafts submitted less than 48 hours before the paper deadline as 

that would not leave students sufficient time to make substantial corrections. The 

instructor will also review drafts, buts asks that the students first seek out help from the 

TA. Note that there is a deadline for submitting a draft to the professor for review.   



Attendance and Professionalism  

Attendance will not be recorded in lectures. All students will be assumed present 

for lectures and only marked “absent” or be penalized if they commit a class violation as 

described below. To be clear: there is no grade penalty for missing class. However, it is 

important that students attend each lecture since challenging concepts will be 

introduced and lecture will often go beyond the scope of the texts. The instructor does 

not feel that being physically present for the class is enough for students to be 

successful in the course. In order to benefit from each day’s lecture and discussion, 

students should read the assigned chapters and review their notes from previous days. 

Students without an attendance/professionalism violation will earn 5 points. It is 

the instructor’s hope that each student earns all 5 points. Points will be deducted from 

the grade for violations such as entering the classroom after the door has been closed 

(1 point), leaving before lecture is complete (1 point), falling asleep (1 point), having a 

cell phone ring or vibrate in class (1 point), texting (1 point), using a camera or phone to 

photograph slides (1 point), distracting others with food or drink (1 point), email or 

phone questions clearly answered on the syllabus [in-class questions are fine, but if 

you’re online—read the syllabus before emailing] (1 point), emailing the instructor about 

absences when there is no attendance mandate (1 point), derogatory or inflammatory 

comments directed at the instructor or another student (5 points), other significant 

disruptions (5 points), or any similar behavior the instructor considers unprofessional. A 

student with excessive violations may even earn negative points. If a disability or other 

special circumstance will prevent a student from reaching class on time or meeting 

other expectations, they should contact the Office of Disability Services and the 

instructor will make the appropriate accommodations. 

  

Extra Credit Opportunities 

 Extra credit may be earned during the course of the semester. One way that 

students may receive up to 3 points is by giving a ten minute presentation on a topic of 

their choice on December 4th or 9th. This is optional and choosing to not present will not 

negatively affect a student’s grade. It is not necessary for students to work in pairs, but 

they are allowed to do so. The best presentation(s) will earn 3 points. Other strong 

presentations will earn 2.5 points. Good presentations will earn 2, and those that are 

average or not adequately prepared may receive 1.5, 1, or 0.5 points. It is suggested 

that those presenting use MS PowerPoint and should be prepared to answer questions. 

 For these presentations, I would like you to be creative: propose and justify a 

new theory, point out how a current theory could be revised, discuss new ways in which 

we should study criminal behavior, tell us about a theory that wasn’t included in the 

class, discuss the relevance of criminological theory to other fields (or theory in those 

field’s relevance to ours), discuss exciting new research, or how theory can be utilized. 

If you are going to take advantage of this opportunity, you need to email the instructor 

the topic you have chosen and the name of your partner by noon on November 18th. If 



time is limited, the instructor will limit the number of presentations and select a dozen for 

in class presentations. The others will be redirected to the option below.    

 Those preferring not to present in front of their classmates can choose to write an 

additional paper (2-3 pages, due on the first day of extra credit presentations) on a topic 

of their choice that fits the criteria listed above for the extra credit presentation. These 

papers will only be eligible for 2 points extra credit as opposed to 3 (Best=2 points, 

strong=1.5, good= 1, below expectations 0.5 or 0). This is second option—students may 

not do both for credit. No other extra credit assignments will be available.  

 

Grade Disputes 

 As mistakes may occur and the instructor admits he is not perfect, students 

feeling that an error was made in grading an assignment may utilize the following 

procedure to challenge the score: Students should return a copy of their assignment 

along with a written statement arguing why the grade needs to be adjusted should be 

turned into the instructor within two weeks of the assignment’s return. An assignment or 

exam grade is considered final after two weeks of its posting. The instructor will 

evaluate the student’s argument and reevaluate the grade. The instructor will then 

discuss the argument with the student during office hours. Please be aware, the 

instructor may possibly downgrade the assignment if during the reassessment he notes 

additional errors and any curve applied to the original grading will no longer apply. 

Students are asked not to email the instructor asking for special considerations at the 

end of the semester. Though he may curve the entire class’s grades or lower thresholds 

for certain letter grades, he will certainly not adjust a single individual’s grades.   

 

Academic Integrity 

All UNC Charlotte students have the responsibility to be familiar with and to 

observe the requirements of The UNC Charlotte Code of Student Academic Integrity 

(see the Catalog).  This Code forbids cheating, fabrication, or falsification of information, 

multiple submission of academic work, plagiarism, abuse of academic materials (such 

as Library books on reserve), and complicity in academic dishonesty (helping others to 

violate the Code). Any further specific requirements or permission regarding academic 

integrity in this course will be stated by the instructor, and are also binding on the 

students in this course. Students who violate the Code can be punished to the extent of 

being permanently expelled from UNC Charlotte and having this fact recorded on their 

official transcripts. The normal penalty is zero credit on the work involving dishonesty 

and further substantial reduction of the course grade. In almost all cases, the course 

grade is reduced to "F." If you do not have a copy of the Code, you can obtain one from 

the Dean of Students Office or access it online at http://legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-

105.html. Standards of academic integrity will be enforced in this course. Students are 

expected to report cases of academic dishonesty they become aware of to the course 

instructor who is responsible for dealing with them. 

 



Accommodations 

UNC Charlotte is committed to access to education. Students requesting 

classroom accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Services (ODS 

may be reached by phone at 704-687-0040 or by visiting their office at Fretwell 230). 

The ODS will provide documentation to the student who then must provide this 

documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation. To be clear: This is 

the student’s responsibility. Request for academic accommodations need to be made 

during the first week of the semester (except for unusual circumstances) so that 

arrangements can be made. No accommodations will be made unless recommended by 

the ODS.  

 

Copyright Issues 
 

Copyright law protects this syllabus, my lectures, and all materials distributed and 

presented to me during this course.  You are authorized to take notes in this class, but 

that authorization extends only to making one set of notes for your personal use and no 

other use.  You are not authorized, and it is a violation of University policy, to sell, 

license, commercially publish, post, distribute, transmit, display, or record notes from 

this class unless you have my written consent to do so. Students in this course have my 

permission to share notes with one another or with the Office of Disability Services, but 

may not transmit them to students not enrolled in this course this semester.   

 

FERPA and Privacy 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) was enacted in 1974. 

Its purpose is to protect the privacy of student information, and this protection is 

achieved by controlling access to and disclosure of students' "education records," as 

that term is defined in FERPA. Faculty, staff, and administrative officers at UNC 

Charlotte are required by FERPA to treat education records confidentially, unless a 

legal exception applies, or the student provides written consent to disclose. Disclosure 

of a student's confidential education records requires prior written consent of the student 

(unless disclosure is permitted under certain exceptions to FERPA set forth in Section 

99.31 of the FERPA Regulations). A student's written consent may be obtained by using 

the “Student Consent Form for Access to Education Records” available at 

http://legal.uncc.edu/sites/legal.uncc.edu/files/media/consentform.pdf.  This form must 

be signed and provided to the instructor in advance of any disclosure. To be clear: Your 

instructor will not (and cannot legally) talk to your parents about your grades, 

attendance, and so forth unless you fill out, sign, and deliver the form described above. 

  



Religious Holidays 

 The University of North Carolina at Charlotte is committed to diversity, 

nondiscrimination and inclusiveness, and to supporting its students, regardless of 

religious affiliation or non-affiliation, in accordance with state and federal laws and 

regulations. UNC Charlotte provides reasonable accommodations, including a minimum 

of two excused absences each academic year, for religious observances required by a 

student’s religious practice or belief. Such reasonable accommodations must be 

requested in accordance with the procedures in the Policy, and include the opportunity 

for the student to make up any tests or other work missed due to an excused absence 

for a religious observance. It is the obligation of students to provide faculty with 

reasonable notice of the dates of religious observances on which they will be absent by 

submitting a Request for Religious Accommodation Form to their instructor prior to the 

census date for enrollment for a given semester. The census date for each semester is 

typically the tenth day of instruction. Note that there is no need to complete this form for 

this class unless your religious holiday is on the same day as one of the three tests 

(since attendance is not recorded). 

 

 A student who submits a Request for Religious Accommodation Form after the 

census date must show good cause for the late submission, and the late submission 

itself may be taken into account in determining whether the student has a religious 

practice or belief requiring accommodation and whether granting the request would 

create undue hardship. If there is no consensus on a reasonable accommodation, either 

party or both should seek the advice of the department chair. In those cases where a 

request for a religious accommodation is denied by the instructor, and there is no 

resolution through discussion with the department chair, the student may pursue a 

grievance under UNC Charlotte’s Student Grievance Procedure. Where a timely request 

is made by the student but denied by the instructor, the grievance process shall be 

expedited as much as reasonably possible to ensure that a student pursuing a religious 

accommodation is not unduly disadvantaged by the passage of time. Failure to comply 

with this Policy is a violation of University Policy and subject to disciplinary action in 

accordance with Policy Statement #25, Violation of University Policy.  

 

Sexual Harassment Policy  

All students are required to abide by the UNC Charlotte Sexual Harassment Policy 

(http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-61.html) and the policy on Responsible Use of 

University Computing and Electronic Communication Resources 

(http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-66.html). Sexual harassment, as defined in the 

UNC Charlotte Sexual Harassment Policy, is prohibited, even when carried out through 

computers or other electronic communications systems, including course-based chat 

rooms or message boards. I will report any sexual harassment regardless of whether it 

is online or in the classroom.  

 



Inclement Weather 

In the event of inclement weather, please check the UNCC web page (www.uncc.edu) 

or call 704-687-2877 for information about university closings or delays. I am as worried 

about driving on ice and snow as you are so also check the Moodle page before driving 

through inclement weather (even if the University has yet to make a decision).  

 

Letters of Reference 

Students sometimes ask for letters of reference for jobs, graduate school, etc. In 

general, I am happy to provide letters for students, but only upon completion of an entire 

course with me, and only if the student receives an “A” in my course(s). Please see my 

faculty page for more details about reference letters. You need to provide me with all of 

the following in a single file folder: 1) an updated resume (or application for that job); 2) 

An unofficial transcript; 3) A printout of the job description/ school description; 4) Your 

personal statement/ cover letter if you are using one; 5) A FERPA release. 

 
Right to Modify Syllabus 

The standards and requirements set forth in this syllabus may be modified at any 

time by the course instructor. Notice of such changes will be by announcement in class 

and posted on the course’s webpage.  

  



Course Schedule 
 

Week  Dates  Topic           Readings  

1  8/26  Introduction to the Course    

  8/28  Basics of Criminological Theory          Ch. 1 

      

2  9/2  Deterrence Theory         Ch. 2 

  9/4  Rational Choice        Ch. 3  

 ***September 2nd is the last day to drop without a W grade***         

      

3  9/9  Routine Activities        Ch. 4 

**Professor will be at the SCJA meeting this week. TA will lecture**          

9/11  Situational Crime Prevention, CPTED     Ch. 5 

 

4  9/16  Historic Biological Theories       Ch. 6      

  9/18  Modern Biosocial Criminology       Ch. 7          

     

5  9/23  Exam  1 

  9/25  Differential Association Theory        Ch. 8 

 

6  9/30  Social Learning Theory/ SSSL       Ch. 9 

  10/2   Peers and (Mis)Perception  PDF #1, PDF #2 

 

7  10/7  Early Control Theories, Social Bonding Ch. 10  

10/9  The General Theory of Crime       Ch. 11         

  

***********Fall Break October 10-13 (doesn’t affect this class)************* 

 

8  10/14  Social Structure & Anomie        Ch. 12 

  10/16  General Strain, Institutional Anomie   PDF #3  

 

9  10/21  Exam 2 

  10/23  Labeling Theories         Ch. 13   

    

10 ***October 27th is the last day to withdraw from a course (W grade)*** 

  10/28  Reintegrative Shaming   Ch. 14  

***Professor and TA will be available to review paper drafts starting on 10/28*** 

10/30  Neighborhoods, Social Disorganization Ch. 15  

 

11  11/4  Collective Efficacy    none 

***Deadline for asking professor to review paper draft is class on 11/4*** 

     11/6  Code of the Street    Ch. 16 



 

 

Week  Dates  Topic            Readings 

  

12  ***Papers are due to TA for “Safety Net” by 8am on 11/9*** 

11/11  Life Course Criminology        Ch. 17 

11/13  Moffitt’s Developmental Taxonomy     none 

      

13  11/18  No Class (American Society of Criminology Meeting)        

  11/20  No Class (American Society of Criminology Meeting)  

     

***************************Thanksgiving Break November 25-27*************************** 

 

14  12/2  Control Balance           none 

**Final Paper Due on December 2nd** 

12/4  Extra Credit Presentations 

 

15  12/9  Extra Credit Presentations 

 

 

Final Exam: 

Section 002— Friday, December 18th at 11am  

Section 003— Wednesday, December 16th at 11am 


